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Relationship to Next-Generation WAN Architecture
The Next-Generation WAN (NGWAN) is an end-to-end architecture that provides 
foundation building blocks for next-generation enterprise networks. The hierarchical 
design provides the scalability required by large enterprises that can be extended and 
replicated throughout multiple regions and topologies. This consistency leads to ease of 
deployment, maintenance, and troubleshooting.

The architecture comprises five core modules (Figure 2):

 • Regional WAN: Used to connect branch offices and aggregate remote locations

 • Metro: Used to connect remote offices and data centers across metro transport 
models

 • WAN core: Used to interconnect regional networks and data centers within a country, 
theater, or globally

 • Enterprise edge: Used to connect the enterprise network to other external networks 
and services

 • Enterprise interconnect: Connects all WAN, campus, and data center network 
modules together

Figure 2 NGWAN Architecture
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